SAN DIEGO MIRAMAR COLLEGE PARALEGAL GROUP 
(SDMCPG) AGENDA MINUTES
FEBRUARY 12, 2011
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order at 10:20 am

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: All in favor.
Approved by Laura Partida, seconded by Maggie Hundley

III. EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORTS:

A. President – Courtney Hunter – moving to Nashville because of job, MLK parade – great fun (Courtney Hunter, Laura Partida, Maggie Hundley and Cat Lewis were there). SDPA Paralegal Panel was a great success on February 5, 2011.

B. Vice President – Laura Partida – nothing to report.

C. Secretary – Mishell Costello – nothing to report.

D. Treasurer – Lorena Camacho – not present at meeting. $750.48 was balance as of 12/31/10 balance new account $1130.48, donation by Kate Somerville for Andrew Vanderhoek Synergy Scholarship

IV. ADVISOR REPORT:

A. Darrel Harrison – Welcome to new M building! Advantage of new building, parking is better, still working out kinks, there’s a kitchen, etc. Darrel Harrison’s new office will have law library and computers.  New ideas: Lexis lab starting in Fall, then every semester, legal clinic, area for students to work on assignments before class.  Environmental law is approved for Spring.  Lambda Epsilon Chi Honor Society – must have a certain GPA (3.50). Must apply before March 30, 2011. Summer classes: Legal Writing, Law Office Management, Wills, Trusts & Estates.  Portfolios – new idea.  Show potential employer some evidence of some document you have prepared, with revisions (like memos, motions, etc) this is also good for letters of recommendation.  Law Week is coming up in May. Darrel will be donating $100 to the stipend.  Law firm internship – individual instruction 296.  Must have core classes complete. Darrel also said: Apply for Lambda Epsilon Chi if you are graduating and have the qualifying GPA. You get a special sash while walking. Question: Are there classes we can take at Miramar to learn law office software? Answer: Darrel is looking into this and proposing workshops to software reps.



V. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A. San Diego Paralegal Association – Mishell Costello- If you’re not a member - $30 for students.  Working on a job clinic (TBD summer or fall?) – city attorney’s office, DA’s office, FBI.  This March, promoting internships and volunteering.  Job blast is sent out every Friday for members.  USD is having a speaker’s event about Federal Court Procedures this Wednesday February 16, 2011.  We are currently working to get a volunteer internship program at the US District Attorney’s office.  Working with the DA’s office on volunteer/internship opportunities.  Email Mishell Costello, or Courtney Hunter with any questions.  QUESTION: How can we attend these evening events and core classes at the same time? ANSWER: Extra credit events are encouraged, but you have to balance your time wisely. Make the request to your instructor (if you can miss class) and cc Darrel Harrison.
B. Associated Student Council – Cat Lewis -  SpringFest is on March 23, 2011 typically from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM (like rush week for the school).  Everybody has booths, etc.  Hands Across California on April 17, 2011 - education rights event? Time is TBD. Volunteer sign up sheets were passed around.  Communication must be more open between ASC and SDMCPG.

VI. OLD BUSINESS:

A. Discuss and vote on/appoint Co- positions

i) Co-Communications Officer – Jenny Oleata
ii) Co-Webmaster Officer – No Volunteers/ Must know Dreamweaver. Discussion of Continuing Ed classes.
B. Discuss and vote on/appoint Committee positions

i) Activities Chairperson – Alison Greenlee
ii) Hospitality Chairperson – Alison Greenlee

iii) History Chairperson – Laura Partida

C. Membership drive

SDMCPG membership drive – ongoing, encourage everyone to join the group. The group is growing and it’s important to keep SDMCPG going for our ABA approval to stay active.
D. Fundraising

i) Jamba Juice cards

Sip to Support – Courtney Hunter is in the process of filling out the paperwork and getting the fundraiser approved by the financial aid office. You pass out Jamba Juice cards to as many people as you can and every time they buy anything at Jamba Juice and swipe their cards, 10% of their purchase automatically goes to SDMCPG. Good at any Jamba Juice in the US.
ii) Candy Bars - off campus

Per ASC VP Kim Cuilty, we can only sell them off campus.
            E.        Scholarships

i) 3 volunteers to review requirements, suggest changes, select awardee.
Needs committee to review scholarships, committee can’t be composed of members who are also applying for the scholarship. Committee will be: Darrel Harrison, Lillian Nahar, and Courtney Hunter. Deadline to apply for scholarships is fast approaching.

ii) Kate Somerville is sponsoring the Synergy Scholarship.
iii) Legal Secretary Scholarships – Apply soon!
VII. Legal Secretary Scholarships – Apply soon!
NEW BUSINESS:  Courtney Hunter, President, announces her move to Nashville. 
Last day in SD will be March 25, 2011. Will be around for one more meeting.   
A. Class Representatives

i) Intro, Contracts, Corporate, Immigration, Civil Litigation, Legal Writing:
Intro Class Representative: Zarita De la Cerda

Contracts: Christal Bundang, Cat Lewis

Corporate: Alison Greenlee

Immigration: Lee Taylor, Donna Johnson

Civil Litigation: Laura Partida, Alison Greenlee

Legal Writing: Martha Hurtado, Mishell Costello

B. Amendment to By-Laws

We tabled amending the Bylaws this meeting - motioned by Darrel Harrison, seconded by Laura Partida, unanimous approval. Will save for the next meeting.

C. Notable Upcoming Events

i) Women's Resource Fair:
Saturday, 03/05 from 8:30 am-4:00 pm at Golden Hall: www.wrfsandiego.org

Volunteer opportunity to help women in need. Great networking opportunity because it is a very widely attended event in San Diego’s legal community.

ii) Bridging the Gap:
Saturday 03/19 from 8:00 am-2:30 pm at UCSD Extension 
(Sorrento Valley) Held by SDPA for paralegal students 
transitioning into paralegal careers.
iii) Legal Secretary Training Course:
Saturday 03/26, 04/02/, 04/09 from 9 am-4 pm

iv) California Alliance of Paralegal Associations (CAPA) Conference: 
Saturday 06/25 in San Francisco

Statewide conference with great legal networking opportunities. Group hotel rates at the Holiday Inn Fisherman’s Wharf if we want to get a group together and stay there together.

v) Filing Party – With Amber Scott, volunteer coordinator with the Superior Court, is coming up in late February – must pass a background check.

vi) Possible new SDPA course:  Credit Damage Assessor on campus 
Wednesday nights.

VIII. NEXT OFFICIAL MEETING:  March 12, 2011
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 12:30 pm
X. GUEST SPEAKER:  None
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